
       Welcome to Connor Comments… 

          Quarter 2! 
 

Hello, VCMS Family… 

 

As our dear friend Mr. Fitzpatrick recovers from surgery, I am 

energized and deeply committed to making a positive difference in the 

lives of the children at VCMS.  I plan to embrace the challenges of the 

future while we continue to cherish and celebrate the traditions of the 

past.  I have come to realize in the past three months that we have a 

remarkable staff, involved parents, and students committed to working 

harmoniously to make VCMS a wonderful and unique place. 

I place a high value on home and school communication.  It plays a 

vital and integral role in the success of each student. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if and when the need arises.  I will do the 

same.  I want and encourage families to stay abreast of the studies 

and activities of their children.  I invite you to work in partnership with 

me to take advantage of these opportunities while keeping in mind all 

aspects of VCMS. 

 

Yours truly, 

Matt McKenna 

Acting Middle School Principal 

 

 

 

 



GIVE CHANGE TO MAKE CHANGE! 

On December 23, 2015, students at Veronica Connor Middle school presented the 

Neighbors’ Foundation of Grand Island with $650.00 in donations.  These donations were raised 

through the annual Give Change to Make a Change fundraiser.  Top earning classes in the photo 

include Mrs. Slaght’s mod 2 and mod 11 Honor’s Math classes, and Ms. Poole’s mod 1, 6th grade 

class.   For their efforts, they were rewarded with a “Donut Party.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VCMS LIBRARY - Leslie Morris Book Project 

 

VCMS Library is the recipient for 2015-2016 of the Leslie R. Morris 

Memorial.  This fund was established in 2010 by Dr. Sharon Cramer in 

memory of her late husband, Leslie R. Morris.  Mr. Morris was past Director 

of Libraries at Niagara University and resided for a time on Grand Island. 

Leslie Morris was an ever-curious book lover.  To honor his memory, this 

project was developed.   

This year’s theme at VCMS is sports books for boys and girls. 

Selections include sports biographies and sports trivia titles geared for 

middle school students.  As books were waiting to be processed in our 

library, several students were already clamoring to check them out!   

Thanks to the Leslie R. Morris Memorial!  We hope that all VCMS 

students will enjoy reading these motivational and inspirational sports books 

for many years to come!   



Art in ACTION! 
ART 7:  Students are completing second quarter.  Seventh graders have been diligently working 

on the ways in which artists use various art elements to create the illusion of depth on a flat 

picture plane.  Linear and atmospheric perspective have been main units of study during the 

month of January.  Students have also been exploring and gaining proficiency in a wide variety 

of media including pastel, transparent and opaque paint as well as graphite. 

ART 8:  Students have been studying the ways in which artists are influenced by the world 

around them.  They have taken inspiration from Persian design in order to create ceramic tiles 

which incorporate the concepts of reflective and rotational symmetry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of note, eighth grade artist Eliza Sarigiannis was also named the first K-12 Artist of the Month 

for the 2015-2016 school year.  Eliza is pictured with her beautiful pastel painting. 



Studio in Art:  Students’ works displaying Picasso-inspired abstraction as well as tessellations in 

the manner of artist and mathematician M.C. Escher currently 

adorn the walls of 

VCMS.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful pastel painting by some of our school’s talented young artists are also on 

display in our school library.  Currently students are engaged in creating complex perspective 

drawings, honing their many talents and abilities. 

 

Blanket Making Project 2015 

Students and staff once again made and were able to donate nearly 40 hand-
made blankets to the Salvation Army’s Family Homeless Shelters. No Sew 
Fleece Throw blanket kits were purchased by the students, faculty, and staff of 
VCMS.  

The week before Christmas, Ann Marie Taft, a representative from the Salvation 
Army, came to our school and picked up the beautiful blankets and distributed 
them on Christmas Eve as presents to the families at the shelter.  

In addition, Mrs. Taft was given quite a few bags of donated clothes from the 
students and staff.  This was our ninth year of The Blanket Drive with a total of 
over 450 blankets donated.   

Many thanks to all who contributed!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bonjour! 

The end of 2015 brought us some fun experiences in French class and French club! December is 

a great time of year because there is so much to learn about French holiday traditions. 

December 6th was St. Nicolas Day, so we learned about the legend of St. Nicolas and the 

traditions that surround the day. As Christmas approached, we discussed other French 

Christmas traditions, sang French Christmas Carols, and learned vocabulary associated with the 

season.  

In French Club, we had our first annual Yule Log Cake Competition. We had several participants, 

and all of the cakes were beautiful and delicious! After stuffing ourselves with cake, we sang 

along to songs in the winter themed Disney movie Frozen in French! French Club continues to 

be a successful monthly gathering.2016 is here, and the students have been working very hard. 

Eighth grade started their "Community and Neighborhood" Unit, and Seventh grade is finishing 

up the family unit, and will be starting the unit on "House and Home.” 

Au Revoir! 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

 



 

The Tech Wars results are in… 

VCMS = 2016 CHAMPS!!!   

Our team of 43 eighth grade students took FIRST place 

OVERALL earning 15 points.  The next closest school had just six 

points!   

 In the Mini Sumo Battle Bot event, Ronnie Appoloney 

fought his way to a second place finish. 

 In the CO2 dragster event, Robert Lefevre raced his 

way to second place overall.   

 In the Mousetrap Powered Vehicle Competition, 

VCMS swept the podium.  In first place was the team 

of Gianna D’Addario and Rebecca Rebmann.  In 

second place was the team of Brett Shickluna and 

Sebby Melendez.  Taking third in Mousetrap was the 

team of Matt Wolfe and Jason Sorri.   

Congratulations to all participants on your hard 

work and dedication!!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECA NEWS 
        According to esteemed author, Ralph Waldo Emerson, “to 
know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This 
is to have succeeded.”  Such actions are recommended by one of 
the “Four Points of the DECA Diamond,” Civic Consciousness.   

        On December 17th, six members of the VCMS JV DECA Club 
worked to make lives on Grand Island just a little easier by 
unpacking and sorting non-perishable food items collected from the 
Annual Neighbors’ Foundation Food Drive. After items were 
categorized, our JV DECA students combined efforts with the 
Grand Island High School DECA Club and Student Council to 
divide the food items amongst approximately sixty families in need 
right here on Grand Island.  

        Although the word was tedious and exhausting, the entire 
contingent of students remained cheerful, keeping in mind that 
their efforts would make them well-rounded, caring citizens of our 
community and build character traits that will serve them in their 
futures.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECA in ACTION 

          

Pictured are: Tucker Leggett, Sean Christian Rustowicz, Karie Stedman, 

Eve DiCarlo, Caitlin Kleinschmidt and Kira Hutton.   

           

Thirty incoming eighth graders are accepted each year into the JV DECA 

Club, under the advisement of Mrs. Mary Jane Fonte, with the hopes of 

their continuing to grow as leaders and individuals throughout their 

next four years of high school DECA membership. 



Sixth Grade News… 
 

          Team A has had a busy second marking period!   

 Our math department has gone dynamite with decimals.  Students are 
learning how to order decimals and the connection between decimals and 
fractions. Most students enjoyed the learning experience, although they 
were truly ‘divided’ on the issue.  

 In ELA, figurative language was the talk of the first part of the marking 
period.  Awesome alliterations, similes that shone like silver, and 
hyperbole was the BEST EVER. We’re sure your child came home with a 
pun or two to share!  Moving forward we are beginning to read I Can’t 
Believe I Have to Do This by Jan Alford.  Students “can’t believe” the 
conversations that they’re having in their weekly Socratic seminar 
experiences concerning the novel.   

 In science, Mrs. Przepiora has certainly “planted” an idea or two in your 
child’s head about the anatomy of plant systems as students became 
amateur botanists.  (But don’t worry, they won’t be planting potatoes on 
Mars anytime soon!)  Mrs. Stapleton and Mrs. Howard would be proud of 
that allusion…..one more element of figurative language the students 
learned this marking period in ELA!   

 Finally, our Eastern Hemisphere studies have continued in social studies 
with India and, more recently, with a focus on China.  First, our students 
learned to write in Hindu-Arabic numerals….It was as easy as 1, 2, 3 and, 
to top it off, they are working on their A, B, Cs with a rich, interactive 
ABC book celebrating the many achievements that Ancient China has 
brought to the Western World. 

 

  

 



Life Skills Classes Making Your Life Easier 

          The hit television series, “Shark Tank,” may have launched “Cake 

in a Jar,” but the Life Skills Class made a hit with their offering of “Cake 

in a Mug”!  Using a collection of mugs donated by the willing teachers 

at Sidway, Huth and Kaegebein Schools, our class produced a wide 

variety of to-go options from Pumpkin Streusel to Cinnamon Roll cake, 

to name just a few.  

          Our middle school chefs applied their math skills in the use of 

fractions and doubling recipes, along with their science skills when 

measuring and using microwave energy.  Many commented on the 

flavorful aromas that filled the hallways of VCMS as finished mugs were 

delivered to the anxious recipients.   

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6th Grade Team B: 

We are working hard in 6th grade and our expectations increase as the year 

continues.  Please make sure you talk to your child each day, check their 

homework, and their agenda.  They may be in middle school, but they still need 

some assistance in staying organized and staying on task.  We have seen an influx 

of missing assignments and this can greatly affect your child’s grades. 

 

What’s New? 

We are getting ready for our 6th grade field trip to the Niagara Regional Theatre 

Guild on Thursday, January 28th.  We will see a performance of, The Miracle 

Worker, starring our very own team B student, Bethany Kulikowski.  Please make 

sure your student packs a lunch, since the cafeteria will be closed when we return 

to school.   

 

A Reminder: 

Benchmarks are next week: 

Monday: Math 

Tuesday: Social Studies 

Wednesday: Science 

 

Friday the 29th marks the end of the 2nd Quarter, so please make sure you have 

logged into Parent Portal to see your child’s 2nd Quarter report card.  If you are 

having problems with Parent Portal, please contact student services at 773-8837. 

 

 



Team C Report    Jan. 22, 2016 

 What are sixth grade Team C students smiling about? The return to school 

after the winter break brought them new lockers!  As part of the Capital Project, 

lockers were installed in the sixth grade wing, still affectionately called the “New 

Wing” of the Middle School.   

 Retired middle school teachers, Sally Zelasko and Sue Fleming-Brusino, 

came back to commemorate the occasion as it was a long time coming! Both 

teachers taught here 19 years ago with Tom Alberalla as part of Team E when the 

lockers were originally installed.  From day one, the lockers were very difficult to 

open and jammed frequently.  Since these teachers remember some of the 

difficulties experienced with the “old” lockers, they were very excited to help us 

“ring in the new” with a ribbon cutting ceremony! In the brief time that we have 

been using the new lockers, it is obvious that the lockers are of superior quality 

and the students are much happier that the lockers work well. Moving forward, 

this will be one less issue that incoming sixth graders need to worry about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On Team C, we are currently working on the following: 

Math - We are currently studying ratios.  In the near future, we will 
be using ratios to solve percentage problems and convert units of 
measurement. 

 

ELA - Students are either reading The Cay or Fire Girl.  Both of these 
books deal with a different form of prejudice, one because of race and 
the other because of appearance.  All vocabulary words will be derived 
from one of these two books.  We will also be teaching the next trait 
in the Six Traits of Writing, "voice."  Students will see how characters' 
words help to reveal their individual personalities. 

   

Social Studies – Students concluded the study of the first four River 
Valley Civilizations.  Next, they will explore the civilizations of 
ancient Greece and ancient Rome. 

 

Science- We have just completed the Plants Unit of study. Next, the 
students will begin learning about the human body systems: 
respiratory, circulatory, nervous, endocrine, and digestive. After that, 
we will learn about Genetics.  

 

 

 



What’s happening on Team D? 

 

Team D is already approaching the half-way point of 7th grade!   

During ELA, Mrs. Randles has been focusing on spelling.  She is trying a “flipped learning” 
approach.  This approach requires the students to complete all the memorization drills and 
spelling practice at home. Then, class time is devoted to enrichment, cooperative learning, 
and hands-on activities.  In addition, the students have begun a Multicultural unit which has 
begun with a focus on African American literature and will soon evolve to Native American 
folklore.   

In Social Studies, Mr. Zaleski will be focusing primarily on the American Revolution.  ELA 
and Social Studies have been continue working cross-curricular to develop students’paragraph 
writing.  Expository writing has been the focus through paragraph writing with special 
attention to paragraph structure and using text-based details to answer questions.   

House and Home is the focus in Spanish.  Mrs. Grande would like to thank all the students 
who made blankets during the Christmas season.   

In Science, Mr. Davis and Ms. Ungaro will be beginning motion.  Start saving materials for 
balloon race cars (items that could be used for wheels:  CDs, bottle caps, etc. and straws). 
Look forward to Mr. Davis’ Rubic’s Cube Club which will be beginning in March.   

In math, Mrs. Slaght is beginning a challenging unit focusing on proportional reasoning and 
percentages.  Kudos to Mrs. Slaght’s honors classes for raising money to the “Give Change to 
Make Change” holiday fundraiser.  Another example of the generosity of these students.  Just 
a reminder, Spiral corrections are a great way for your child to boost his / her average.   

Technology continues to evolve on Team D.  Students still have an Edmodo.com account 
where they can store and submit work.  In addition, Science, Social Studies, Math and ELA are 
all on Google Classroom and Remind (receive occasional texts from your child’s teachers).  
Please visit your child’s Google Classroom for classwork, assignments and announcements. 
Remind information varies by teachers, but can be found on Google or on the teacher’s 
webpage.   Thank you for all your support as we continue to evolve with technology!   

Most teachers are available afterschool Tuesdays – Thursdays.  If you son/daughter needs 
some help or a place to work, have them set up time with their teachers to do this.   

 

We are all looking forward to continuing this productive school year! 



TEAM D PICTURES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And From Our 8th Grade Teachers… 

Some general information: 

~Bencnmarks have been completed in most classes. 
 
~We are at the half-way point in the year. Your children will be “high schoolers” 
in 20 weeks.  Please help them stay focused. 
 
~Quality work is expected. Expectations are increasing as we help prepare your 
children for success in the future. 
 
~January 29th is High School Orientation.  Students will have the opportunity to 
visit HS classes and tour the building. Please impress upon your kids to pay 
attention, ask questions, and see what interests them, so they can make 
informed decisions regarding their HS schedules. 
 

And in our classrooms: 

 ~In math, students are learning about triangle and angle relationships. PLEASE 
encourage your child to complete Digits assignments.  There are two per quarter, and it’s best 
not to procrastinate.  Computer lab help is available at least two days each week.  Please check 
teacher websites for updates. 

 ~Science classes are studying astronomy.  Reach for the stars! 

 ~In Mr. Randles’ social studies classes, students are just finishing Industrialization and 
about to start imperialism and World War I.   Ms. Hayes’ social studies classes are working 
within the social studies content in an effort to continue cultivating language skills.  They are 
also investigating and analyzing source materials and are continuing to build good habits for 
high school and beyond. We are completing our study of Progressive Reform and will then move 
to our study of U.S. Expansion and Imperialism. 

  
          ~In Mrs. Hahn’s ELA (Ms. Snyder and Mr. Meaney’s) classes, students are reading Inside 
Out and back Again and participating in lit circles. 

 ~In Mrs. Campbell’s English classes, students are reading Shakespeare’s The Merchant 
of Venice and learning to write short responses using quality text evidence.  English 8 is also 
learning how to utilize strategies when reading to comprehend text in a deeper manner.  
Honors classes are doing the same and learning how to use semi-colons in their 
writing. 

  



 ~The Spanish classes will be studying the Food Unit in February.  
American foods, as well as a variety of Hispanic foods will be introduced.  
Students will volunteer to make a food to share with the class that they might 
never have, otherwise, been able to try.  Foods such as guacamole, a Tortilla 
Espanola, flan or churros, will be sampled.  Restaurant menus and a restaurant 
skit will be part of the unit.  Carnival, which is the Spanish version of Mardi 
Gras, will be celebrated in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 


